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Having greater control over the building project is 
attractive to many people, but it is important to 
be aware of the responsibilities and obligations of 
being an owner-builder. You are legally responsible 
for the project from start to �nish. Certain 
responsibilities occur for six and a half years  
after completion (refer page 25). 

In addition, you will also be liable if the building 
work fails to comply with the relevant building 
regulations and safety standards.

Building a home involves a large number of tasks, 
so to be successful as an owner-builder requires a 
strong knowledge base and a range of skills beyond 
building, including project planning, supervision, 
�nancial management and communication. 

Building or renovating 
your home is an exciting 
time. It involves large 
sums of money and a 
range of risks, which 
makes it important to  
be well informed. 

Thinking of Building Your Own Home?

If someone has recommended that you become an  
owner-builder but they take care of and organise all the work  

� you are putting yourself at signi�cant risk.Pr
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